Glossary

allele One of two or more alternative forms of a gene, differing in
DNA sequence and affecting the functioning of a single gene product
(RNA and/or protein). Any of the alternate allele forms may
occupy the same site or locus on a pair of homologous chromo-
somes.

allelic frequency The percentage of all alleles at a given locus in a
population gene pool represented by a particular allele.

artificial selection A form of selection that is superimposed on natu-
ral selection by breeders in an effort to change various traits in
preferred stocks.

backcross A cross of heterozygous offspring with individual geno-
typically identical to one of its parents.

biodiversity (biological diversity) The variety and variability among
living organisms and the ecological complexes in which they oc-
cur.

blastocyst The mammalian embryo at the time of its implantation
into the uterine wall.

blastomere  A cell produced during the splitting of a fertilized egg.

breed For the purposes of this report and in general, an interbreed-
ing group with some identifiable common appearance, perfor-
mance, ancestry, selection history, or other feature.

chromosome A thread-like structure of the cell's nucleus that carries
genetic information arranged in a linear sequence.